
May 15th Lunch and Learn - Water

Speakers:

- Nathan Brooks (Director of Environmental Health - Summit County)

- Shital Poudyal (Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist - Utah State University)

- Susan Cordone (Conservation Coordinator – Water Department - Park City Municipal

Corporation)

For general questions contact Evan Hodson | evan.hodson@parkcity.org

Nate Brooks (Director of Environmental Health - Summit County)

Environmental Health focuses on monitoring and mitigating environmental factors that impact

public health now and in the future. Key areas include:

● Air Quality

● Drinking Water

● Wastewater Management

Summit County is a leader in wastewater innovation in Utah, employing many experimental

systems:

1. Conventional Septic Systems: These include septic tanks and drain fields.

2. Alternative Septic Systems: These use a septic tank combined with a recirculating

hanging fabric filter.

3. Graywater Systems: These systems reuse water from sinks, showers, and washing

machines, which contains detergent and soap by-products. Summit County permits

graywater systems that operate about six inches below the surface.

4. Hybrid Alternative Systems: These combine blackwater (from toilets) and graywater

for subsurface irrigation.
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Shital Poudyal (Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist - Utah State University)

USU is researching the effects of graywater on plants and soil, finding no negative impact on

plant growth.

QWEL Certification (Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper) is an EPA WaterSense-labeled

professional certification for irrigation installation and audits, available for both residential and

commercial applications. Training is organized by USU Extension, Water District, and UNLA,

typically 3-4 times a year.

● Cost: $100

● Duration: 20 hours (2 days of training, 1 day of examination)

● Annual Renewal: Free

Benefits:

● Inclusion in the EPA and QWEL directory

● Use of the QWEL logo

● Networking opportunities

● Access to free resources from CWEL (Center for Water Efficient Landscaping), including

webinars and other educational materials.

Susan Cordone (Conservation Coordinator – Water Department - Park City Municipal

Corporation)

Local initiatives to promote water efficiency:

● Weather-Based Irrigation Controllers: Available with rebates to help manage water

usage efficiently.

● WaterSmart Program: Assists in identifying leaks and other water usage anomalies.

● Turf Removal Rebate: Through an interlocal agreement with Weber Basin, residents

can get $3.00 per square foot of live turf removed to encourage water-saving

landscaping.



In Park City, water usage is evenly split between commercial (26%) and residential (26%)

sectors, highlighting the importance for us all to step into our role as water managers.


























































